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Saxon, said: "But these theowea (alavea) never rise. It cannot matter im 
them whether shaven Norman or bearded Saxon sit on the throne." The 
Saxon said he was right, for that many of them were felons and thieves or tise 
children of such, but that the children of such might become thegns, and that. 
some of them were, and that no stain attached to them, as that they, the 
Saxons, cared not what a man's father had been if the man owned "ten hydes 
or more of good boo land." No American of the present dav need worry him- 
self as to whether or not one of his ancestors was a transported convict, as all 
families, American or European, would, if their lines could be traced back far 
enough, find many convicts among them. Walter Bye, the English genealo- 
gist, says: "Unless you wish to know the truth, the whole truth, and notMug: 
but the truth about your family, do not too closely search the crown plea rolb, 
or you may feel disgusted at finding that an ancestor was hanged for murdeij, 
burglary, or some other trifle." Note 2, page 8, Records and Record Searching,. 



ASHTON FAMILY. 

[See QuAETEKLY, Vol. IV., p. 40; Vol. VIl, p. 56.} 
1. Ohaeles' Ashton was living in Northumberland county^ as 
early as 1660. Justice of the peace ; captain of militia. He mar- 
ried Isabella . She married, secondly, Dominick Eice (note 1)3^ 

one of Bacon's adherents. He was born about 1623 (another de- 
position in the records says 1621), and died in 1672. Issue; %, 
Betty, living in 1660; 3, John\ 

3. John » Ashton (Charles ') married Grace Meese (?) She mar- 
ried, secondly, James Kay (note 2). He died in 1677. Issue, e» 
named in the will (dated September 9, 1677) of Alexander Frizer,, 
surgeon with Lieutenant-Colonel John Washington in the attack 
on the Susquehanna Fort; 4, Priscilla; 5, Mary, who, in 1&1%. 
received the gift of a mare from Henry Meese, Esq., of the coub.- 
cil; &, Henry*; 7, Charles'; 8, Grace; 9, Sarah' (note 3), wlw> 
married, first, Ool. Philip Alexander, and had issue : Jane, Eliza- 
beth, Sarah, Philip, born July 22, 1704, who married, Nov. 11„ 
1726, Sarah Hooe, daughter of Eice Hooe (note 4); married,, 
secondly, Thomas Clifton, and had Ann Clifton and Burdett 
Clifton (born June 29, 1708, will proved 1762); married, thirdly, 
McGill. Jane, daughter of Philip and Sarah (Hooe) Alexander 
(bom January 12, 1730), married 15, Henry* Ashton. (CJ£. 
below.) 

6. Henky ' Ashton (Capt. John," Capt. Charles '), tombstone at 
Booth's, on Nominy Creek. Born July 30, 1671 ; died November 
3, 1731. Colonel, justice, burgess, etc. He married first, Eliza« 
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beth Hardidge (Hardwich, etc.), born 1678, died February 25, 1722 ; 
daughter and heiress of William Hardidge (and Frances his wife), 
granddaughter of William Hardidge (and Elizabeth Sturman, 
who was daughter of Thomas Sturman, prominent in the records 
of Maryland). Henry Ashton married, secondly, Mary Watts, 
daughter of Bichard Watts. Issue by first wife: 10, Frances*, 
married George Turberville, and had issue Elizabeth; 11, Eliza- 
beth;* 12, Ann, married Capt. William Aylett, Jr. (see marriage 
contract in Essex county. May 18, 1725), and had Anne and Eliza- 
beth, of whom the last married William Booth, formerly of Glou- 
cester county, who in 1773, joined with his wife in a deed to E. H. 
Lee, Esq., in behalf of his children, William Booth, Jr., Mordecai 
Booth, and Elizabeth Booth; 13, Grace, married Eichard Lee, of 
Maryland. (See Lee's Lee of Virginia.) Issue by second wife; 
14, Elizabeth; 15, Senry^-, 16, John. 

15. Heney* Ashton (Col. Henry,' Capt. John,' Capt. Charles') 
married in 1748 Jane Alexander, daughter of Col. Philip and Sarah 
(Hooe) Alexander (note 5). Issue : 17, Henry Alexander' Ashton ; 
18, Sarah, married Langhorne Dade ; 19, Hannah Butler, married 
George Hunter Terrett. (See Alexander, Dade, and Hooe fami- 
lies in Hayden's Virginia Genealogies.) 

17, Heney Alexandee* Ashton (colonel, etc.), married Mary Dent. 
He was vestryman of St. Paul's church. Will dated 1805. Issue: 
20, Henry ^i 21, George; 22, Elizabeth Dent, married John Henry 
Peyton. 

20, Heney ^ (Henry Alexander,' Henry,'' Henry,' John,* Charles'), 
an officer of the war of 1812 ; married Cecilia Brown Key, daugh- 
ter of the Hon. Philip Key, Charles county, Md. Graduajted at 
college as M. D. Practiced medicine in Chaptico, Charles county, 
Md., for a short time; afterwards studied and graduated in law. 
Was marshall of the District of Columbia and the Supreme Court 
at the time of his death, February 27, 1834. " On the occasion of 
his funeral, Mr. Francis Scott Key, United States District Attor- 
ney, announced his death to the Supreme Court, and Chief-Justice 
Marshall made some feeling remarks regretting his demise, and 
adjourned the Court." ( Vide ITational Intelligencer, March 1, 
1834.) He was buried in his family lot, in the Congressional 
Cemetery, where also repose the remains of his wife, who sur- 
vived him only a few months. His children were : (1), Rebecca 
Latham, who married Judge George M. Bibb, United States Sen- 
ator from Kentucky ; (2), Jane, married Dudley Walker, an officer 
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of the United States Nayy; (3), Eleanor, married James Miles; (4), 
Mary, married Dr. Noble Stuart, of Virginia ; (6), Caroline, married 
Charles Rufus Eamsay, editor of the Raleigh Constitutionalist, 
of Raleigh, N. C; (6), Sarah, married Rev. John M. Todd, rector of 
William and Mary parish, Charles county, Md.; (7), Sophiah, mar- 
ried her cousin George Dent, of " Prospect Hill," Charles county, 
Md.; (8), Cecilia died unmarried in a nunnery; (9), Henry Ash- 
ton passed midshipman United States Navy, died unmarried, age 
21, United States frigate Cumberland, at Boston, Mass., where he 
■was buried. 

On April 30, 1833, Caroline Henry Ashton (1814-'51), daughter 
of Colonel Henry Ashton, son of Henry Alexander Ashton and 
Mary Dent, daughter of the Hon. George Dent, at one time 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, married Charles Rogers 
Ramsay, grandson of David Eamsay, the historian of South Caro- 
lina, and member of the Continental Congress. Only child mar- 
ried and surviving, Henry Ashton Ramsay, entered the United 
States Navy Engineer Corps, 1853, entered the Confederate Navy, 
May, 1861, chief engineer of the Merrimack in her engagements in 
Hampton Roads. Transferred to the army last year of the war. 
Lieutenant-Colonel commanding Naval Station at Charlotte, N. '1, 
an independent battalion of naval reserves, surrendered with Gen- 
eral Johnston's army, and paroUed at Greensboro, N. C. Married, 
1861, Julia Cooke, of Norfolk, Va., daughter of Dr. Armistead T. 
Mason Cooke. 

7, Chables^ Ashton (John,* Charles') married, first. Miss Burdett 
(note 6); second, in 1706, Margaret Hart, daughter of Edward Hart 
(marriage contract recorded in King George county). Issue by 
first marriage: 23, Burdett; 24, Charles^ In 1712, there is a 
deed from Burdett Ashton to Charles Ashton for the plantation 
near Maohodock River, where his, Burdett's father, Charles Ash- 
ton, died seized. (Westmoreland County Records.) 

24, Charles* (Charles,' John," Charles') will dated May 10, 1778, 

proved in King George county, August 7, 1783, married , 

and had issue: 25, Burdett; 26, John; 27, Lawrence. 

25, BuEDETT ' Ashton (Charles,* Charles,' John,* Charles '), of 
Chestnut Hill, King George county, married Ann, daughter of 
Augustine Washington, member of State Convention in 1788, del- 
egate 1799-1800, etc. lesue: Charles Augustine Washington, died 
in 1800; 28, Burdett; 29, Sarah; 30, Ann. 

26, John' Ashton (will probated 1788), of "Lebanon," Westmore- 
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fend county, married, first. May, daughter of Eichard Watts ; second, 
alter 1772, Hannah, daughter of Col. John and Mary (Terrett) 
West. Issue by first wife: 31, Mary Watts; 32, Sarah, who mar- 
Tted Henry Washington; 33, Margaret ("Peggy"); 34, Hannah; 
3S. Betty; 36, Charles; 37, John; 38, Henry; 39, Richard Watts; 
40, Lawrence,^ born 1765, died 1811, in Fauquier county, mar- 
ried Elizabeth Scott; 41, Burdett. Issue by second wife: 42, West 
Ashton. John Ashton signed, February 27, 1765, the famous 
protest of the Westmoreland gentlemen against the Stamp Act. 

40, Lawbencej* Ashton (son of John and Mary Watts Ashton), 
aaasried Elizabeth Scott, daughter of James Scott, of Fauquier 
•county. Major Ashton settled in Fauquier county in 1786. Issue: 
^1), John James ; (2), Lawrence ; (3), Henry Washington ; (4), Sarah 
Seott; (5), Eichard Watts, married May Devereux (see Hayden, p. 
631) ; (6), Thomas Scott, married Mary Willis Lee, and had eleven 
children (see Hayden, p. 632) ; (7), Christian Elizabeth. 

27, Lawrence' Ashton, member in 1774 of the Committee of 
Safety of King George county; justice, with title of major, etc. 




JLrms of Ashton, as appears on the tombstone of Col. Henry Ashton of Westmoreland Co, , Va_ 

NoTKS. 

' On July 28, 1677, Dominiok Eice and Eichard Thompson, confessing in 
open court that they had been " most villianously and voluntarily active in y« 
late horrid Eebellion," craved pardon " of Almighty God, the king's most 
Excellent Ma'', his most sacred Ma"«* Governor, and aU other subordinate 
•officers," and promised never to commit the like again. 

* In King George County Eecords, William Smith deposed, in 1726, that 
.James Kay, father of James Kay, "now of this county," and his brother, 
William Kay, were Lancashire men, and James was the oldest. His wife was 
Sarah, and they had James, Eobert, Ann and William. Constant Paine de- 
posed that Sarah was Sarah Iveson, and had James, Robert, Ann, William 
amol Eichard. James Kay, the son, married Mary Pannill, and had James, 
adldest, and only now living son. 

=* The will of Mrs. Sarah McGill was dated November, 1748, and proved in 
Stafford county March 14, 1749. It mentions son Burdett Clifton and grand- 
son Burdett Clifton; granddaughter Elizabeth Dade, to have the mourning ring 
.^vea me by my brother Henry Ashton ; son Philip Alexander, and grandson 



AsHTON FAivrrr.Y. 119 

Philip Alexander. Cousin John Alexander's daughter, Ann Alexander, a ring 
of 20s. ; names Burdett Clifton, executor. A writing purporting to be the will 
of Burdett Clifton names sons Thomas, William, Henry, Charles, and Burdett; 
daughters Ann and Elizabeth ; wife Mildred and Walter Williamson, execu- 
tors. Eeoorded July 13, 1762. (Stafford" county.) 

* Rice Hooe patented Capt. Ward's plantation in Charles City county 

<^Prince George, county) in 1638. He married Sarah , who qualified on 

his estate December 3, 1655. (Charles City County Records.) He had a son, 
2, Eice,* who had, 3, Eice, ^ who lived in the Northern Neck, and appears to have 
married three times : First, Ann Howson, daughter of Eobert Howson, widow 
of Capt. Robert Massey. Dade Massey, who was son of Capt. Eobert Massey, 
.and had son Lee (recitation of a deed in Stafford, dated 1734), calls Eice 
Hooe "father-in-law," in 1700, at which time he (Massey') was twenty years 
old. Dade Massey was guardian of his brother Benjamin in 1700, and gives 
Eice Hooe, his "father-in-law, a discharge," on account of the contract be- 
tween said Eice Hooe and ' ' my mother. " Eice Hooe married, second, Frances 
Townsend, daughter of Eobert Townsend. She married, first, Francis Dade, 
who died June 13, 1694, leaving issue Eobert Dade, and three others, for 
■whom Eobert was guardian in 1705-'6. She married, third, Capt. John 
Withers, who was dead before 1699, in which year she made a contract to 
marry Eice Hooe. (Deed in Stafford county.) Having intermarried with the 
■widow, Eice Hooe gives a discharge to Capt. Withers' daughter and executrix, 
who married Bichard Fossaker. 4, Eice* Hooe, fourth of the name, was pro- 
bably son of this marriage, He married Catharine Taliaferro, daughter of 
Eiohard and Sarah Taliaferro. (Will of the last proved in Richmond county.) 
His inventory was recorded in Stafford county in 1758, and, 5, Eice* Hooe, 
fifth of the name, was his executor. It may be added that Behethland Dade, 
mother of Francis Dade, married, 2'', Major Andrew Gilson (not Oibaon). 8h© 

had Behethland Gilson, bom in 1666, died 1693, who married Stork, who 

had by her Elizabeth (born in 1687, married, in 1702, Thomas l^ewton). (See 
Jefferson's Reports of the General Court.) In 1707, Eice Hooe made a deed for 
land formerly granted to him and Thomas Gilson. For Hooe, see Va. Mag. 
Hi»t. and Biog., IV., p. 437. 

' Philip Alexander's will was dated July 18, 1753, and was proved August 
14, 1753. His personal estate was appraised at £1,558, 10s. 2Jd. The will 
names eldest son John, second son Philip, third son William, daughter Frances 
Stuart, daughter Jane Ashton, daughter Sarah Fendall ; his three sons to be 
kept at school until eighteen, and then bound out to "a doctor, county court 
clerk, or lawyer." Son Alexander, and friends Mr. Richard Bernard, Mr. 
Eichard Foote, Ool. Henry Fitzhugh, Jr., and Eev. Wm. Stuart, executors. 

* In 1643, William Burdett, of Northampton county, died and desired Mr. 
John Rosier, Capt. William Stone, and Mr. Thomas Johnson " to take care of 
the education of his tender son," Thomas. Mr. Rosier removed to Westmore- 
land county, and Capt. Stone to Maryland. Thomas Burdett settled in 
Charles county, Md., where he married Verlinda Cotton (daughter of Wm. 
Cotton and Ann, his wife), niece of Verlinda, Gov. Stone's wife. (See Quae- 
TEKLT, Vol. I., p. 155.) It is probable that this is the origin of the Burdett 
name in the Ashton family. 



